





About the book 


Standing over the Trident of Lord Shiva; Varanasi Is often, 
Called: ‘Shiv ki Nagari Kashi, that translates to be The Territory 
Of Lord Shiva’, Being defined as the holiest city in all over 
World: It isthe land of life, where death Is being celebrated 
‘with the same hype as life. Where people don't wake up in a 
Tush to catch ilfe, but life catches the people in solitude, But 
the definition of solitude doesn't come with pale silence: 
peace here comes in colours, in rush, in laughs, in everyday 
Chit-chats on the road sides, in enchantments of mantras and 
Inthe dives in the pious Ganges. 


‘A city in Itself, Varanasi Is a harmony of various culture, 
religion, art and iterature in a single plece of land, Italloys ite 
Within itself and life comes in an extraordinary pace. Apart 
from innumerable temples, another great attraction in the city 
Is, ts art. Arts and Crafts of Varanasi are older than the city 
Itself; some of them have been an attraction to the world for 
Centuries in the past, Each of the art work has its own unique 
tale of voyage. And the eccentric crafts of Varanasi never fail 
tovcatchi tne eyes, 


This book is a visual Journey through the narrowest lane of 
Varanasi and surrotinding neighbourhoods, searching the 
Crafts of Varanasi out ofthe shelf, at their birth place, 





Banarasi saree 


Banarasi Sarees are elegant 
Brocaded silk sarees, These are 
known to be the finest sarees 
of the country and has been 
popular for its golden and 
silver zarl work. Because of the 
metal zari work, these sarees 
look very gorgeous and are 
‘comparatively heavier. 


It has been in practice since 
last 500 years. It was highly 
‘expensive and was only 
consumed by the elites from 
ail over the world but now its 
the most preferred bridal attire 
for every Indian woman, 


The weavers can be seen in 
hundreds of small workshops 
In Peelikothi area where they 
are working day and night, 
Creating wonderful crafts with 
threads, zaries and passion in 
looms, 




























foved even before the 
discovery of the sik route 
‘One of the main products 


produced here is the Wooden J 


Sindoora, which is a beautiful 
Conical leaded pot of Sindoor, 
It is one of the most essential 
part of Hindu marriage and 
‘marital life of a Hindu woman, 
These toys are exported to 
foreign market in bulk 


Wooden 
Lacquerware & Toys 


The Varanasi Lacquerware Is 
the producer of eccentric toys 
that are crafted In detail and 
coloured in fluorescent and 
bright colours. All the toys are 
being manufactured with 
eucalyptus, Goolar and Coraiya, 
woods and are carved and 
coloured with hands, 





The colouring is done with lac 
by processing, heating, mixing 
and cooling, 
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Mirzapur Dari 





Dart is a very important object 
Inan average household here, 
these are mats, made out of 
Cotton, jute, wool and woven 
In a very simple manner by 
hands. In spite of being a non: 
ind_ cheaper than 

pets, it's unique and 
vibrant design makes itno less 
attractive 











There are thousands of people 





Involved in the production of 
these mats in Mirzapur, 























Carpets of Bhadohi 


Renamed as ‘Sant Ravidas 
Nagar, Bhadohi has been 
called the ‘Carpet City for a 
long time, The hand knitted 
carpets of Bhadohi are majorly 
exported to the foreign 
countries and gle a great 
deal of competition to the 
neighbouring countries. 


{The hand woven carpets are 

solely made of wool and are 
woven with minute details, 
Each rug has been taken into 
special attention by the 
artisans. These are made with 





;, vibrant, colourful a 
art for 


‘not only exc 
very us, Meenakar 
which means Silver and Kari which means Artwork 









The art work Introduces beautiful 
ornamental designs by moulding 
the metal into eye catching pieces 
of at 


But what makes it unique, (s it’s 
lustrous colour and very intricate 
hand painted floral pattems. These 
colours involve indigenous artistic 
‘and scientific treatments. They are 
extractions of the various precious 
minerals, stones and metals 
Especially the Pink colour is created 
‘out of gold through oriental 
technique by mixing It with 
precious stones. Few artisans can 
be found around Gai ghat area, 
making these art works at their 
home based studios 





Chunar Sandstones 


The historic fort of Chunar Is 
enchanted with many myths, 
folktales and stories of India 
The stone carving in the very 
National emblem of india: the 
‘Lion Capital of Ashoka, is an 
ancient piece of work, It has 
been made almost 2300 years 
back, on the hilly grounds of 
Chunar at some median 
Workshop: with the unique 
local sandstone, 


Even today, the classic art has 
preserved itsoif from being lost. 
The resplendent art is used to 
make precious home decor 
pieces, idols of gods and 
goddesses, and sculptures, 
with hands and the artists 
make them with handmade 
tools, The present sculptors of 
Chunar are also making marble 
stone statues and paint them 
with their hands 









Khadi of Sewapuri 


hadi is the souvenir of 
‘Mahatma Gandhi, as he made 
Khadi the symbolic token of self 
dependency and freedom. This 
5 a very fundamental and 
aged homespun technique of 
making cloths by hand using 
‘minimum local resources. The 
official national flag of India, is 
made with Khadi fabrics ever 
since, 


30 km away from Varanas), The 
Gandhi Ashram located. in 
Sewapuri is a great step 
towards escalating the works 
‘on Khadi, New solar powered 
looms produce great quality 
Kadi clothes, so that the Cloth 
Of the Nation could create its 
place in the wider market 





their home 
household of India 
piece of bell meta 
sno temple in In 








Metal repose 


While roaming around the lanes of Kashipura, the 
sonorous sound of hammers can be noticed. Th 
sound is nothing else but the unvelling of tt 
beautiful craft of Metal repose. Diverse items are 
Created in this field of metal craft. The malleable 
precious sheet of metals ike Gold, Brass, Silver, or 
Copper is moulded into required shapes and then 
they are covered with a layer of liquid Lac on the 
reverse side. When the Lac is settled, the metal 
sheets are hammered and chiselled over the Lac, 
Which bulges the design on the forefront. Platters, 
Jugs. betel boxes and many other such articles 
decorated with these endemic fretworks leave 
everybody spellbound, 












Undercut Stone Carving 
of Ramnagar 


(On the other side of the 
Ganges resides Ramnagar. 
Meanwhile, in Ramnagar lives 
fone beautiful art that is a 
perfect mixture of simplicity 
and prodigality. The locals of 
Bhang Wali Gall’ are 
traditionally been involved in 
the work of elegant carving 
works for generations. Ivory, 
Bone and Sandalwood was 
used for the artwork in older 
days, which are replaced by 
‘marble rock tablets now. 















The outcomes of the work are not just 
the 





above the ma 
there is a replication of tn 
The models are fine and hollow from 


¢ model 


Inside. The beautiful decorative pieces 
are result of minute arts of excellent 
calibre, 





























Clay & terracotta Works 


The sip of tea is bliss for everyone and the 
tea served in Clay cups addin a different 
flavour, These clay cups are found around 
most parts of India, But the making and 
Creation of the works can be seen in the 
Bhatt! Vilage, near Varanasi, These clay. 
utensils, pots flower vases, cups and vessels 
‘are made over a spinning base and the clay 
{s moulded with hands, they are then dried 
Under the sun and are baked later on, But 
the clay art doesn't end with the utensil 
Families here are also involved in making 
lay idols of different gods and deities 














‘These Idols are sold all year round and are 
worshipped in everyday households, shops 
and places as these pieces are. easily 
available, affordable, beautiful and 
biodegradable as well, During the 
‘Dipawall’ celebrations, these idols are 
found as frequently and prominently as the 
firecrackers 

















Black Pottery 


The Black pottery Is an array of unusual pots and vessels 
created with tremendous technique. Made near 
Nizamabad of Azamgarh district, this craft is made with 
the local soil of the local land. The pots are made into 
different shapes and designs; they are then baked with 
rice husk that gives them thelr unique black colour. The 
pots are sometimes decorated with silver coloured 
‘engravings and they are reheated several times to get the 
‘adequate quality. Ithas been appreciated for centuries f 

its unusual technique of creation and splendid design. 












Bamboo Baskets 


Everybody who has been around the Asia, 
pacific, must have noticed the street side 
hawkers and traders. selling things on, 
bamboo baskets. These baskets are also 
made around Varanasi by people living in 
suburb makeshift slums. Made only using, 
scraps of bamboo and a sharp knife, these 
baskets are completely biodegradable and, 
light in weight. The sticks of bamboo are 
woven and painted entirely by hands. 
Bouquet baskets, shoe racks, flower, 
baskets are some other products made out, 
same bamboo sticks 


‘Trade Facilitation Center 
and Craft Museum 


In the crowd of mass produced machine 
products, the genuine at is often left unheard 
In order to amplify the esteem of these 
charismatic art works, a massive. Trade 
Facilitation Center was established in the, 
Bada Lalpur area of Varanasi on 22nd of 
September 2017 by the hon'ble Prime Minister 
Of India himself. The center isan art museum, 
where the artists can display their art works in 
distinct art galleries, like textile galery, 
hhandlooms and weaves gallery, carpet gallery 
‘and many such galleries where the pleces of 
art are found to be appreciated and explored, 
The faciitation center Is a massive step taken 
by the Government of india and is one of its 
kind museums found inal over the country. 
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“A country remains poor in wealth, both materially 
and intellectually, if it does not develop its 
handicrafts and its industries and lives a lazy 
Parasitic life by importing all the manufactured 
articles from outside.” 
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